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who thus acquired considerable influence among their fellows.
And so by a judicious combination of cajolery and bribery
Pope Innocent VIII contrived to get the Prince out of the
hands of the Knights of St. John. In spite of his promise
to assist Jem, who had implored his protection, Innocent
kept him a virtual prisoner in the Vatican. While there the
Prince learned, through an ambassador of the Sultan of
Egypt, of another knightly action of his former 'host' the
Grand Master D'Aubusson. That gallant and pious gentleman
had sent forged letters to Jem's mother and wife at Cairo,
in which the Prince was made to say that he had remained
in Europe of his own free will, but that he would now return
if they would send 20,000 florins to cover the expenses of
his journey. When Jem and the ambassador charged D'Au-
busson with this crime at the Papal court, he was unable
to deny his guilt, though an immediate payment of 5,000
florins sufficed to procure his exoneration.

In 1492 Innocent died and was succeeded on the Papal
throne by the infamous Alexander Borgia who then assumed
the style of Alexander VI. Charles XII of France entered
Rome at the head of his army on the last day of 1494.
He compelled the Pope to place the Ottoman Prince in his
hands. Charles then marched upon Naples, taking Jem with
him. On the 17^1 February 1495, at a place called Thiano,
about a league from Capua, Jem fell ill. He was placed in
a litter and borne to Naples, and there, on the 29^ of the
First Jemazi 900 (25^ Feby. 1495), he died, poisoned,
according to both Turks and Europeans, by order of Pope
Alexander VI.

The Ottoman historians differ from the European only as
to the manner in which the crime was carried out. According
to the former, who in this particular are the less likely to
be correct, the Prince's death was brought about through
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